Good Samaritan Part 2

As we look at applying this parable to our lives today, 
The key difference between the response of the Good Samaritan and the response of the priest and the Levite was heartfelt compassion.  The Good Samaritan had pity on the man who was hurt.  The priest and the Levite did not have pity on the man.
The Samaritan was filled with compassion.  He allowed the love of God to flow through him onto another person.  On the other hand the other two men were only focused on external religious ramifications.  What if I touch a dead person and I can’t enter the temple for seven days?  Etc etc  Also, they were so self reliant and so self righteous that they did not see themselves as being in need.  You can only love when you are in tune with the concept of being loved.  The priest and the Levite had experienced God’s love inadequately, and so were only able to give inadequately.
The kingdom of heaven is about loving others because God first loved us.

Something happened in the good Samaritan’s life that allowed him to be impacted.  
The Good Samaritan followed his heart and he allowed God to impact his heart and that overflowed onto another person.  

This is also how Jesus ministered.  

Matthew 9:36 (New International Version)

36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Matthew 14:14 (New International Version)

14When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

Matthew 15:32 (New International Version)

 32Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way."

Where did Jesus’ compassion come from?  It came from His father’s love for him.  
The kingdom of heaven is about loving others because God first loved us.

The person who has experienced God’s love will be empowered to express that love to others.  And the person who has not experienced the love of God will not be able to express it.  

If you do, you will experience the kingdom of God.

We love because God first loved us.  

The parable of the Good Samaritan is really a story about you, me and Jesus.  And it’s not until we see ourselves as that battered and broken man on the side of the road that our hearts will be filled with compassion toward other wounded travelers who, like us, are in need of the love of Christ, expressed through the hands of Christ.  

It’s only when our hearts are flooded with the love of Christ, rushing in to full the vacuum created by our need that our hearts are warmed by His Holy Spirit, empowering us to move toward others, fulfilling the law of love.  

And that doesn’t feel like duty.  It feels like love because that’s what it is.  It is the love of Christ being poured out upon us and then through us, like a conduit, toward others in their place of greatest need.  

It’s not about will power.  God isn’t asking us to muster up some kind of self-will or inner fortitude that would cause us to love others- it just doesn’t work that way.  At least, not for very long.  God isn’t asking us to be God.  
He’s asking us to come to Him with our need.   And when He meets us in our place of need, we will find Him supernaturally working through us to meet others in their place of need.  

The kingdom of heaven is about loving others because God first loved us.

To the extent that we find ourselves experiencing Him and our need of Him- to that extent we will find ourselves empowered to give that same love to others – to love others the way we love ourselves.  And it’s going to be in those moments- again, experiencing His love for us, and then expressing that same love for others – that we will be living, in the way Jesus described it, in the Kingdom of God.

The kingdom of heaven is about loving others because God first loved us.

