The Kingdom of Heaven Is About Hidden Treasure
I think I’d like to rename this series on Modern Parables and call it “Christianity Redefined.”  Because each parables cause us to reclarify our faith in radical ways.

Samaritan:  Are we loving people the way we should be?

Palm Sunday:  Are we worshipping God the way we should be?

Easter Sunday:  Are we experiencing new life in Christ?

Hidden Treasure:  Are we treasuring the things of God?
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Scripture 

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure 

 44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

Let’s quickly review what pastor Sam taught us last week before we dig a little deeper.  Did you catch that pun?  
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Why did Jesus use Parables?  
· Make truth concrete 

· Compel Interests 

· Provide a Gateway to Discover Truth for ourselves 
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Historical context

Why is the treasure hidden in a field?  Answer: People buried money and valuables because there were no banks.  
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The motivation of the main character
“When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. “ 

He bought the field because if he owned the field, he would then he would legally own the treasure that was hidden in it.
*The man was motivated by joy 

“then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field”
The joy of treasure finding is motivational and lifechanging.  

Geo-caching.

There is a new hobby on the rise called geocaching.  The invention of GPS has enabled people to hide little treasures anywhere on planet earth and then send out the co-ordinates to others so they can go on a treasure hunt to find them.  there According to geocache.com, there are about 840,000 caches and about 4 million geocachers, the Egglestons said they can geocache nearly anywhere. Recently on a trip to Europe, they spent time geocaching in Switzerland, France and Croatia. 

The joy of discovery has motivated thousands to launch out and they are willing to sacrifice time and money for the joy of discovery.    
This motivational joy leads us to the first of some powerful questions that arise out of this story when we hear it.  
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The first question that arises is, 

1)How much do you treasure the things of God right now?
How motivated are you by the joy of discovering Him?  I could actually answer this question for you right now and you could answer this question for me by looking at 3 things in each others’ lives.

I could tell how you and I are treasuring God by looking at

· Our calendars  
· Our bank books 

· Our special abilities (the use of them)
These three things will tell you very quickly what it is we treasure.  

A person can treasure sports, material things, God, family, hobbies etc.

I could keep giving examples, but I think you get the picture.  We all treasure something above all else.

Jesus told this parable so we could ask ourselves, how much of my money, my time and my special abilities are spent on the things of God?  Are the things of God a treasure in my heart?  

Jesus told this parable to probe our hearts.  He wants us to ask ourselves the question, what is my treasure?  More specifically, how much am I treasuring Him?  This is not a question of obligation, it is a question of invitational friendship.  
Pay close attention to the order of events.  First He discovered the treasure and then he went out and sold everything so he could obtain it.  The joy comes first and then the life change follows.  Hands for ministry should always flow out of hearts for the Lord.

There is a warmth that should flood our hearts when we realize that He wants to be our treasure.  He wants you.  He wants to be your treasure because He loves you.  

Like a father who waits with anticipation for their child to come home from school, so is our God who longs for us.  

Pause

You are His treasure.  He wants to be your treasure.  

You may not have fully discovered that God is the greatest treasure you will ever know.  The proof is in the pudding.  Your bank account, your calendar, and the use of your special abilities will quickly tell what your treasure is.    

Jesus wants you to know that: Trading the rags of your life for the beauty of Him will be the greatest exchange you will ever make.  But you will only do that when you have discovered a close relationship with Him.
If your time, treasures and talents do not reflect the kingdom of God, Get out your metal detector and start searching because there is more buried treasure that you haven’t experienced yet.  Read your Bible and cry out to God.  Promo The prodigal God  Rediscovering the heart of the Christian Faith
Only you know where your journey should take you.
God says that you will discover him if you seek him with all your heart.  

Only when you unearth his amazing presence will He then become your treasure and flood into the priorities of your life.

Story   

The first question is: How much are you treasuring the things of God?  

Another powerful question that arises out of this parable of the hidden treasure is,
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2. What is God asking you to exchange for His treasures?

The man in the parable, in his excitement sold everything he had in order to buy that field with the treasure in it.  The man in last weeks’ video sold all that he had in order to purchase a property that had a hidden oil well on it.  

God asks every person who wants to go deeper with Him, to leave behind the things that will hold them back from selling out to Him.

Indiana Jones

There is a word for these things that hold us back and it is “idolatry”.  Don’t go to a place of guilt when I say that.  Today is about the adventure of finding Him, not guilt.  Idols are anything that take the place of God in our hearts.  Idols are anything that you can’t let go of in exchange for the things of God.

Rich young ruler was enslaved by the idolatry of money.  Jesus told him that he had to sell everything he had and give it to the poor if he wanted to follow Jesus.  The buried treasure in the field is Jesus Himself.  Precious Jesus.  The rich young ruler could not do what the man in todays’ parable did- let go of his idols to purchase something greater.    
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Jim Elliott the famous missionary whose life was snuffed out on the beach of a native village when he was martyred by Ecuadorian natives wrote this…..

“He is no fool who gives up what they cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”
Repeat

· Jim Elliott exchanged his very life for the treasure of knowing God and he’s not the first.

Christian artist Jeff Moore has written a song called, Only a fool and it’s about people who exchange the things of this life for the treasure of God.  The world views them as fools, but God views them as heroes.  
Only A Fool 
I Corinthians 3:18 

Verse One 
Charlie Was A Fool
Did You Hear What He Went And Did?
He Quit His Job, Threw It Away
Gave His Life To A Bunch Of Kids
He Said He Was In Love With Jesus
But His Friends Didn't Understand
He Could've Had It All
But He Just Smiled And Said
That He Already Did. 


Chorus
He Saw The Big In The Small
He Saw The Beauty In The Call
Even When No One Else Approved
He Took The Job Only A Fool Would Do. 


Verse Two 
Sarah Was A Beauty Queen
Miss Something Or Another
She Took Off Her Crown
Rolled Up Her Sleeves
Gave Her Life In A Mission To Others
She Said She Was In Love With Jesus
But Her Friends Called Her A Fool
They Said She'd Never Find Happiness
She Just Looked At Them And Smiled
And Said She Already Did. 


Chorus
She Saw The Big In The Small
She Saw The Beauty In The Call
Even When No One Else Approved
She Took The Job Only A Fool Would Do. 


Bridge
The Way Of The World, It May Look Wise
The Way Of The Truth Is To Realize
Wisdom Will Only Come Through
To Those Who Are Only The Fool. 


Chorus
Show Me The Big In The Small
Show Me The Beauty In The Call
Show Me The Road That I Should Chose
I'll Take The Job Only A Fool Could Do. 

Chorus
Show Me The Big In The Small
Show Me The Wonder Of My Call
Even When No One Else Approves
I'll Take The Job For Only A Fool
Only A Fool, Only A Fool. 

Everyone thought the man in the modern parable DVD was a fool too- until he struck oil.  But he had a little secret.  He had discovered a treasure.  

Real, authentic Christianity is like finding buried treasure.  There is nothing more exciting.  God is asking us today if we can honestly say that we love with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.

Do you have a heart for God and hands for ministry.  

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
Jesus told this parable to us to draw us into the excitement of discovering Him.  

If you’re still asking how do I discover God?  Keep digging and don’t give up.  God promises you that you will be filled if you hunger and thirst for Him.  Read the Bible and pray and get your hands on good Christian movies and books and talk to Christian people and you will be filled.
The question is, “Are you looking”

Pray

