The Kingdom of Heaven Is About Persisting in Prayer
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Interview with Sam
Questions

1.How old were you when you became a follower of Jesus?

2.When did you feel a burden for your grandfather to become a follower of Jesus?

3.How many years did you pray for him to accept Christ?

4.When you went to see him in the hospital, you asked us to pray for him.  Why did you do that?

5.What did you say to him at the hospital?

6.Did your prayers pay off?

7.What would you say to all of us who have prayed for something for years?
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Jesus tells us in the parable of the persistent widow, 
that we “should always pray and not give up.”  Aren’t you glad that Sam didn’t give up praying for his grandfather?  
The story that Jesus tells about this widow gives us some compelling reasons to persist in prayer.

The first compelling reason to persist in prayer is that … 
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1) God wants to answer our prayers

Is it easy to come to someone whom you believe wants to help you?  Absolutely
God wants to answer our prayers.  He is not like the unjust judge in the parable.  He wants to bless you.  His heart’s desire is to be good to you.  You are his precious son or daughter.  He weeps when you are hurting and he celebrates when something good happens to you and he longs for you to tell Him what you need.  

His promises are “Yes” and “Amen”.  He wants to answer your prayers.
But do you believe this when you pray?  Is this truth in your mind as you pray?

When you have been away from prayer and you want to return to it, you don’t have to come back to Him cowering like a dog with its tail between its legs.  You can run to Him and begin persisting in prayer again, because he wants to answer your prayers.
Many Christians do not persist in prayer because they believe on some level that God is disappointed in them or even angry with them and that He may even shun them or not listen to them.  

Funny story about Cleason

My dog is a good illustration of illogical fear that keeps us from prayer.
He is a miniature weiner dog and he weighs 9 lbs soaking wet.  We took him to the vet to confirm that he is not a rat.
He is very timid and fearful of us sometimes, even though to our knowledge we have never beat him or hurt him.  When I sweep the floor, he acts like I’m going to commit assault and battery with the broom.  He runs from that broom like it’s a weapon.  This is illogical fear.  He doesn’t need to be afraid of us but he is at times.  

This is how we relate to God when we think He is mad at us and we don’t pray.  It is illogical.

Sometimes we stay away from God or cower in our spirit because deep in side we believe that God is like the unjust judge in this parable- that He is too busy to be interested in our lives, or that we don’t deserve for Him to listen to us, or that He doesn’t like us.  
God is the exact opposite of the unjust judge in this parable.  The parable is a study in contrasts.  God, our loving heavenly father, is contrasted with the unjust judge.  Jesus is trying to convey that if an unjust judge will eventually cave in and grant a widow her request how much more readily will our loving heavenly father grant our requests.  

God wants you to persist in coming him- both when you have been obedient and when you have been disobedient.  Your performance does not affect His desire to bless you.  Let me say that again.  Your performance does not affect His desire to bless you.  His love for you is constant, and unconditional.  He may use tough circumstances to mold us and shape us and teach us lessons but his love for us never changes.  

Recognizing His patience and kindness helps us enjoy the powerful presence of His love and draws us to persist in coming to Him.
The fact God loves us and wants to bless us should motivate us to persist in prayer.

Let me pray for us right now in this.

Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank You for Your willingness to bless us and that you love us and that you long for us to come to you both when we are obedient and when we have been disobedient.  May your love draw this congregation to persist in prayer.  We pray that our image of you would change to reflect the truth of who you really are.

We yield ourselves to You, trusting all that You are doing in us today. In Jesus' Name, Amen!

*Recap:  Jesus says that we should always pray and not give up because He loves us and wants to bless us.
WE should also persist in prayer, 
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2)Because persistent prayer exercises faith
“However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Lk 18:8b
In other words, Jesus is saying, “I want you to be exercising faith through prayer, and I ask you, when I come, will I find my church exercising faith through prayer, or will I find prayerlessness?  Prayerlessness is a lack of faith but persistent prayer keeps me exercising my faith and strengthening my faith.  
I want to be in a prayerful attitude when Jesus comes back.  I want to be ready, prayerfully expressing my love to Him.  

Persistent prayer especially exercises faith during tough times.  

The tough times are when faith is most active and most powerful and most concentrated and most demonstrated.  It’s sometimes easy to love God when everything is going well, but love for God expressed in prayer is most genuine during the tough times.
Last week, pastor Sam said, “The persistent widow didn’t give up her plea, and finally won the day.  But what about you and I, we sometimes become so worn down and discouraged by our lives that we stop praying , stop hoping, stop expecting God to bring justice.  Will we be religious, church going unbelievers who have given up God to bring justice to His people?” 

When people persist in prayer through tough times, God is especially pleased with our faith.  Satan was positive that Job would curse God if bad things happened to Job, but Job put a smile on God’s face when he did not curse Him, even after his family perished and he went bankrupt.  Job still exercised prayerful faith when he said, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord.”
Jesus says, will I find that kind of faith when I return?  Will I find my church praying during these difficult times?

We should be persisting in prayer because it exercises our faith and love for God- especially during tough times.
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Winston Churchill is an example of persistent faith during hard times.

He led Great Britain through World War II as their prime minister.  

On October 29, 1941, he visited his boyhood school.  When he was asked to give a speech, Churchill stood before the students and said, 

"Never, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, give up. Never give up. Never give up. Never give up." 

Churchill exercised persistent faith during tough times.
Just before the Battle of Britain. He concluded his speech with these words,
... we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender.[145]
Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves, that if the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, 'This was their finest hour'.[146]
When the Son of Man returns will this be the battle cry of the church in prayer?  Will we be filled with a sense of urgency that the time is short?

Persistent prayer has this attitude of confidence as we advance the Kingdom of God and push back the forces of darkness that want to bind every person and bring destruction on their life.  The kingdom of darkness led by Satan and his demons are working day and night to destroy the church and to bring the whole world to hell.  Do we believe this at the core of our being?  If we did believe it, it would move us to pray.  
Prayer that persists is powerful for bringing down evil strongholds.  
Prayer can bring a grandfather to Christ at the end of his life.  Prayer can keep deviant sexual education curriculum out of our schools.  Prayer can help a person get free from years of bitterness and anger and help them to forgive.  
Prayer is powerful to demoralize the enemy and to teardown strongholds in peoples’ lives.  If you have a friend who does not know Jesus Christ and you pray for them, do you realize that your persistent prayers are effective for bringing them closer to Christ?  You need to persist because every prayer brings them closer to God.  If you have a child that has not surrendered to Jesus Christ, then pray pray pray and the hold of rebellion will be broken off of them.
 We need to persist in prayer because it exercises our faith.  
So I want to ask you today

Where are the men and women who will persevere in prayer?  Are you one of those people?
Where are the teenagers and the young adults who will persevere in prayer?  Are you one of those people?  
Will Jesus find persistent prayer in this church when He comes?  
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There are three stages of growth as we move toward persistent prayer.

Desire, Discipline, and Delight

The greatest victories won by the church have been preceded by persistent, believing prayer.  The great revival that hit the Hebrides islands of Scotland was preceded by 3 years of persistent prayer by a faithful group of people that would meet in a barn.
If you want God to move in this church and in this city, persist in prayer.  
So don’t pray “God help me to pray”, because God is already helping us and calling us to pray.  

Instead, just pray
But it is His loving invitation that needs to be our motivation.  
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Review pts
The story that he tells about this widow supplies us with some compelling reasons to persist in prayer.

The first compelling reason to persist in prayer is that … 

1)Because God wants to answer our prayers

2)Because He Wants Us To Exercises Our Faith

…especially during difficult times

Personal Testimony
Persisting in Prayer has been one of the greatest struggles as well as one of the greatest joys of my life.  It’s been a struggle because of all the competing desires to do other things instead of praying.  There are always things I could rather be doing than praying.  

The way I deal with that is I schedule prayer into my life and then protect that prayer time by deciding with my will to do it no matter what.  I schedule a weekly 2 hour prayer m’ting with other pastors and put it in my calendar so it’s blocked off.  When I get requests for that time I say “No” and schedule them another week or another day.  Unless it’s hunting or hockey.  Just kidding.  

I also schedule a morning window to pray and read my raggy over-used 25 year old daily Bible.  I schedule our monthly church prayer m’ting into my calendar on the last Wed of every month.. If you are serious you will take out your calendar right now and mark in that prayer m’ting, not out of obligation but only in response to the Spirit of God who is drawing you to follow Jesus’ instruction.   

It has been a struggle.  I have been a failure and I have also been successful.
My pattern has been all over the map, but I am not giving up.  

I have to kick my butt some days to stick to pray but when I do, it always pays off.

I do this because there is no feeling like being close to God in prayer.  It makes you soar in your spirit and somehow everything just feels right.  I gain God’s perspective and have peace and joy and strength.

Our society is full of anxiety because it is prayer-less on many levels.  And I don’t want to be one of those people.
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So I leave with you the invitation to schedule prayer into your life in order to experience God on a deeper level and to exercise your faith.
He wants to answer your prayer and he wants you to be exercising faith during these difficult days until He comes.

So, I toss the torch to you with excitement and hope that you too will carry the torch with me and to not let it go out.  

